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SOUTHEAST UCC Conference > 


May 1, 2018 


TONIGHT! Ecclesiastical Councils for Tiffany Cox and 
Kriss (Mi Young) Choi 


The Commission on Ministry invites you to Ecclesiastical Councils for 
Tiffany Cox and Kriss (Mi Young) Choi at Central Congregational UCC in 
Atlanta GA on Tuesday, May 1st at 7:00 p.m. 


The Ecclesiastical Council is the last step on the path to Authorized Ministry 
in the United Church of Christ. It is a chance for the candidates to present 
themselves and their sense of call and Ministry to the Conference and for 
the Conference to vote on them and approve them for ministry. 


If you cannot make the Council in person, please use the link below to join 
electronically by Zoom meeting: https://zoom.us/j/730953316 


From the Conference Minister 
Dear Friends, 
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Something wonderful has been happening in the 
Southeast Conference. Over the past few months we 
have a number of Ecclesiastical Councils and 
Ordinations. This is wonderful and joyful news! Our 
Members in Discernment have been moving forward 
in their processes and becoming newly ordained 
authorized ministers in the United Church of Christ. 


This news is joyful because it reminds all of us in the 
Church that there is always new life and new hope in 
God's vision of our world. These newly ordained 
persons are full of passion, compassion, and love for the gospel, God's call 
in their lives, God's vision for our world, and how all this can be 
accomplished in Christian Community. 


These are wonderful events: Ecclesiastical Councils and Ordinations. Each 
of us experiences God's call in our lives in new ways, as we join with these 
Members in Discernment as they continue their journeys. | invite you, if you 
have never attended an Ecclesiastical Council or Ordination to consider 
attending one. They are faith-filled and inspirational events. They are part 
of our covenant to one another in the Southeast Conference. They are a 
way or reminding all of us of the power of God at work in our lives. 


There are more Ecclesiastical Councils and Ordinations on the 

horizon! There are also Installations of new pastors in local congregations 
on the horizon! Be inspired, experience new life in tangible ways! Come 
and join the celebrations happening in our conference. Announcements of 
all these events are listed in every newsletter. | hope to see you at one or 
more soon! 


Blessings, 
Marie 
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Southeast Conference  @) 
United Church of Christ 


2018 ANNUAL MEETING 


Jeremiah | 8:3-4 


Annual Meeting 2018: Being Shaped... and Reshaped 


Please join us for the Southeast Conference's 52nd Annual Meeting "Being 
Shaped ...and Reshaped," June 8th and 9th at Piedmont College. HOUSING 
DEADLINE IS MAY 15, 2018. All the details are available on our website. 


REGISTER ONLINE TODAY 


If you have any questions or difficulty with registration please contact Rev. 
Heather Fosburgh Bardole at 404-719-6572 or hbardole@secucc.org. 


Two Important Bylaws Changes Proposed 


The Southeast Conference will be voting on two important changes to the 
bylaws during Annual Meeting. The first is to change the Fiscal Year End 
from December 31 to September 30. The second is to change the current 
number of Members-at-Large on the Board of Directors from 6 to 4. The 
reasoning and the proposed new language is posted on our website. 


Upcoming Regional Discernment Meetings 


During this year of 2018, we will begin the interim work for the Southeast 
Conference in earnest. Learn more on our website. 
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Led by Interim Conference Minister Marie Bacchiocchi, participants spent 
90 minutes learning about the current state of the Conference, studying 
scripture, praying for discernment, and discussing options for the path 
forward. Future sessions will be held as follows: 


e Saturday, May 12: Victory for the World, Stone Mountain, Georgia 
(2:00-3:30 pm) 

e Sunday, May 13: Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill, 
Tennessee (2:30-4:00 pm) 

e Thursday, May 17: Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, Georgia (10:00-11:30 am) 

e Date TBD: Charleston, South Carolina 


If you have any questions, please contact Marie. 


We Transform Lives through OCWM Offerings 
Because we believe in Transforming Lives, we: 


e RAISE our children in faith, 

e EQUIP our leaders for children's and youth 

ministries, 

FOSTER spiritual growth and discernment, 

SUPPORT clergy in their ministries, 

CARE for retired clergy and spouses, 

PROVIDE financing for new church starts and 

church buildings, 

e NURTURE partnerships with people and 
churches across the globe. 


IN ALL OF THESE WAYS, THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST RELIES ON "OUR 
CHURCH'S WIDER MISSIONS OFFERING. 


Blessings, as we journey... together, 


Carrole Moss 
Generosity Coordinator 
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Community 


Prayer List 

We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of May 7 


Rush Memorial Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Bryan Currie 

Lillian Lammers 

Annette Nielsen 

Lisa Stewart 


Week of May 14 


Phoenix Christian Church; Wildersville, Tennessee 
LaCretia Bellamy 

Marcia Free 

Warner Noles 

Andy Sidden 

Katharine Toledano 


Transitions 


e Please keep Tiffany Cox and Kriss (Mi Young) Choi in your prayers as 
they have their Ecclesiastical Councils on Tuesday, May 1, 2018. 

e James Bowman Harris is the new pastor of the United Church of 
Cookeville in Tennessee. His installation service is Saturday, May 19 at 
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4:00 pm CST. 


Churches in Transition 
First Congregational, Birmingham, AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta, GA; Sandy 
Creek, Lafayette, AL; Church of the Savior, Alpharetta, GA 


Michael Malcom Named Environmental Justice 
Representative for Southeast Conference 


Michael Malcom is the newly appointed 
Environmental Justice Representative for the 
Southeast Conference. He is the Senior Pastor of 
Rush Memorial Congregational Church UCC in 
Atlanta, GA, and also the Director of South Carolina 
Interfaith Power and Light. The Conference is in the 
process of putting together a steering committee and 
would like to invite our Faith Leaders, green team 
leaders, and environmentally conscious congregants 
to be a part of our steering committee. Learn more about Michael and how 
you can get involved. 


News from our Local Congregations 


Two Ordinations Recently Held in Atlanta 


BS BS at, eae. (eg Cindy Barto was ordained to 
— oe ee = Christian Ministry at Central 

Congressional United Church of 
Christ on April 22,2018. Cindy is 
beginning a new position as PICU 
Chaplain at Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta at Egleston this coming 
week. More pics on our website. 


James Bowman Harris was 
ordained to Christian Ministry 
at Kirkwood United Church of 
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Christ in Atlanta on April 

29,2018. James is the new pastor of 
the United Church of Cookeville in 
Cookeville, TN. More pics on our 
website. 


Spring 2018 Nashville Upper Room Fellowship 
Save the Date! UPPER ROOM UCC FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK SUPPER. 


Featuring Inspirational Musical Videos of the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir & 
the Mississippi Mass Choir. A Spring potluck supper gathering of Nashville- 
area United Church of Christ churches & UCC friends to grow in prayer & 
meditation on God’s Word and to grow in fellowship with one another! 


Saturday, May 19th @ 5:30 PM 
Holy Trinity Community Church, 6727 Charlotte Pike 


Master of Ceremony: Gavin Warren, Member in Discernment, Holy Trinity 
Community Church. Special Guest Speaker from Birmingham! Rev. J. R. 
Finney, Moderator, SECUCC; Topic: “God is Working & Stillspeaking!” 


Bring family, friends, and favorite casserole for great UCC fellowship & 
inspiration! Child care provided. 


Join Church of the Savior (Alpharetta, GA) for a Final 
“Service of Celebration” 
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After an extended time of 
assessment and prayerful 


consideration, the members of RVICE OF 
LEBRATION 


Church of the Savior have 
decided the church will close and 
cease to be a worshipping * 


community. Cc | O | S 
Church of the Savior 
They invite you to join them on nic on the Grounds to Follow + 
Sunday, May 20, at 11 am fora 
special “Service of Celebration” to 
honor the ministry and life of Church of the Savior. They will worship 
together and picnic after on the grounds. Read more on our website. 


UCC Partners in Service at Hetfer Ranch 


Mary and Bill Ruth, members of Pleasant Hill Community Church, have 
concluded their 2018 Partners in Service volunteering (January-March) at 
Heifer Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas, where they lived on the 1200 acre 
ranch and worked full time in the Hospitality Department covering the 
Visitors Center and Gift Shop. Mary and Bill worked alongside 25 other full 
time residential volunteers (several of whom were there through the 
Partners in Service program.) The Ranch is an educational facility offering 
tours, programs and overnight global village experiences and welcomes 
over 15,000 visitors a year. Read more on our website. 
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Birmingham UCC Pastor Officiates Wedding of Former 
Miss America 


The pastor of Beloved Community Church in 
Birmingham, Jennifer Sanders, is making headlines 
as she officiated at the wedding of Former Miss 
Alabama 2004 and Miss America 2005 Deidre 
Downs Gunn. 


Downs Gunn married her girlfriend, attorney 
Abbott Jones, in a ceremony Saturday, April 14, at 
the Birmingham Museum of Art. Downs Gunn's 
eight-year-old son served as his mother’s best man 
and also walked her down the aisle for the special 
day. Read more on our website. 


Victory for the World church in 
Stone Mountain, GA presents 
their 31st Anniversary Luncheon: 
"Purple Reign - The Prince of 
Peace". Saturday, May 19, 2018 
at 12:30 p.m. It will be held in the 

a church's banquet hall. Tickets are 
IN Im $31, which includes lunch, 
performing artists and fashion 
show. Please contact Victory for 
the World @ 678-476-6000 for 
details. 


fVictery | & 
em —— ed 
a Veda Howard 
z2 Praise 102.5 


Dr. Kenneth L. Samuel 
Pastor & Organizer 


<del ier” wr 


News from the Wider Church 


From the Ground Up: Reimagining Theological 
Formation 


The Southeast Conference was well represented at this summit of some 
150 diverse United Church of Christ leaders from around the nation who 
gathered on April 9-10 in Cleveland, Ohio. Lou Kavar, Ginnie Ferrell, and 
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Ashley Cleere represented PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. while 
Cameron Trimble attended on behalf of The Center for Progressive 
Renewal. Read the full article on our website. 


Volunteer Opportunities Available in Puerto Rico 


Volunteer sites are now available in all of the areas impacted by the 
hurricanes of 2017. Most recently, the volunteer site for the US Virgin 
Islands has opened and volunteers can register and begin helping there. 
Likewise, volunteers can now sign-up to assist in Puerto Rico and plan to 
provide their assistance beginning June 2018. To register your group, visit 
the UCC website. 


Musicians with a Mission Fundraiser for Back Bay 
Mission 

Back Bay Mission in Biloxi MS, a community ministry of the United Church 
of Christ, is hosting Musicians with a Mission on Thursday, May 3, 2018, 
and Southeast Conference member Mary Ruth will be there in conjunction 
with a Board of Directors meeting that weekend. This annual fund raising 
event is popular and well supported by the local business community and 
last year raised over $10,000 for Back Bay Mission. Learn more. 


Job Opportunities with the UCC 
The national setting of the UCC has the following open staff positions: 


Chief Financial Officer 
Payroll Coordinator (Part-time,18 hrs/week) 


Director of the Center for Analytics, Research and Data (CARD) 


A Call for Candidates 


The General Synod Nominating Committee is accepting nominations for the 
UCC Board of Directors and General Synod 2021 Moderators. Learn more. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 
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Everyone Has a Status - The Church and HIV Testing 


On May 8, UCAN (the United Church of Christ HIV & AIDS Network) 
launches the first in a series of online national conversations on HIV with a 
focus on HIV testing. A popular HIV testing slogan is, “Everyone has a status, 
do you know yours?” In preparation for National Testing Day, Wednesday, 
June 27, Rev. Mike Schuenemeyer will moderate this conversation 

via Zoom about the importance of everyone knowing their HIV status and 
the status of the church in promoting and facilitating HIV testing. Learn 
more. 


For Clergy Women Serving as Church Pastors 


For Clergy Women serving as church pastors, 
there is a place to go that will restore your 
Spirit over and over. | am inviting you to apply 
for a program of five spiritual retreats over 2- 
1/2 years, Women Touched by Grace (WTBG 
IV). This opportunity gave me new life while | 
was serving as an associate pastor. We 
learned about spiritual practices, we practiced 
silence at one retreat, we grew slowly into deep friendships as we lived in 
community and every day we attended prayer with the Sisters of Our Lady 
of Grace Monastery. Learn more on our website. 


PATHWAYS Announces Summer 2018 Courses 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. is an online institute for accessible 
and affordable education. It provides Continuing Education for Authorized 
Ministers, Leadership Development for Local Churches, and an Alternative 
Path to authorization for MIDs and COMs. 


Upcoming Courses include: 


e Pluralism and Religion in North America (May 9 to June 19, 2018) 
e UCC History, Polity, and Theology (May 30 to Aug. 14, 2018) 
e Leadership within Communities (July 4 to Aug. 14, 2018) 


Full course descriptions are available on our website. 
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Are You a WISE Congregation? 


Mental health challenges affect 1 out of 4 people—and churches can bea 
resource in response. Learn action steps both individuals and 
congregations can use to become WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive 


and Engaged) about mental health May 4 in D arnm 
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